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54. The effect of music is perfected in a Choir or Chorus by the collective feeling and animation of the 
singers, of which I shall speak in the last Chapter. 

(To be continued.) 



FOREIGN AUTHORS' COPYRIGHT IN 
ENGLAND. 

This protracted matter still rests undecided. On the 
4th, the Judges Crompton, Williams, Erie, Wightman, 
Maule, and Coleridge, delivered their opinion in favour 
of the right ; while the Judges Alderson, Park, Pol- 
lock, and Jervis, took the opposite side. The final 
judgment of the Lords, — who are represented by Lord 
Brougham, Lord St. Leonards, and Lord Cran worth (the 
Lord Chancellor) — remains still to be given. 

We have never been able to account for the doubts 
which appear to weigh with the minority of the Judges 
on this question. Copyright is granted to the " author 
of any book first printed and published in this coun- 
try." On the most careful examination of the words 
of all the Copyright acts since Queen Anne, there is 
nothing to limit the meaning of the words " Author of 
any book " to the subjects or to residents in this coun- 
try, but quite the contrary ; for the condition (" first 
printing and publishing in this country,") can be 
as well fulfilled by a foreign author's representative 
as if he were here to do it himself; the benefit to 
English literature is thoroughly complied with, by his 
providing that his book shall be printed in England, 
and the act gives copyright to the authors who do so. 
In the Vllth Section of 41 Geo. III. c. 107, it speaks 
of it not being lawful to import, &c. " any printed 
books first composed, written, or printed and published 
in any part of the said United Kingdom" — evidently 
contemplating the case of printed and published 
books, composed or written out of England. 

In the early books of the Stationers' Company, 
several foreigners entered for their copyright ; and if 
we wish to gather the intention of Anne's Act, we 
ought to remember that the most important hooks 
were then published in Holland, or the Low Countries, 
and that it was the English policy to induce all authors 
to print their books in England, so to advance litera- 
ture, and they offered the substantial reward of copy- 
right in return. 

With what honesty can this country distinguish 



between the brains it may rob and those it may not, 
by the mere accident of the author's birth-place. 

The Vllth section of 8 Anne, cap. 19, evidently con- 
templates that foreigners will avail themselves of the 
Act which confers copyright on the " Authors of any 
book," as it provides that nothing in the Act shall 
be construed to hinder the importation of books in 
Greek, Latin, or any other foreign language printed 
beyond the sea. 

It is to be hoped that the Lords, to whom this im- 
portant question is now referred, will make an early 
decision, and that it may be in accordance with national 
honesty and the real interests of literature, securing 
the Author's rights in the fruit of his own brain, what- 
ever may happen to be the land of his birth or 
adoption. 



THE THREATENED PROSECUTION OF THE 
" MUSICAL TIMES." 

According to the promise at page 119, the two 
following letters are printed : — 

" London, 69, Dean- street, Soho, 26th June, 1854. 

" Sir,— I should feel very grateful for a reply to my letter 
of 9th June, enquiring if the prosecution is to take place 
against the Musical Times, and whether anything were 
intended by the threats of the 8th May. I have been try- 
ing to relieve my anxiety 6ince your silence by reference 
to the course pursued towards former alleged offenders. 
I find the case of the Racing Times, which was said to 
admit of no delay, and ' which no person could doubt 
was a newspaper liable to stamp duty, in Sept. 1851., but 
since which no prosecution has ensued. I find on the other 
hand the more doubtful case of the Commercial Journal, in 
Dublin, so late as this year, prosecuted, the proprietor 
brought to the brink of the Insolvents' Court, his paper 
nearly ruined, and although the verdict decided he 
had not violated the law, he had £100 to pay for 
the expense of defending his property from an unjust 
attack. I find numbers of papers crushed out of exist- 
ence by the threats of the Inland Revenue, and on the 
other hand the discreditable exhibition of that office 
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set at defiance, by persons they have accused of break- 
ing the law. I find the Police Gazette suppressed, and 
Holt's Army and Navy Despatch selling thousands ' stamped 
and unstamped,' that is, with the direct sanction of the 
Stamp Office, and this last has not even been threatened. 

You perceive that no safe opinion can be gathered from 
observing this unequal enforcement of the law, and I am 
therefore compelled once more to ask a reply from you, by 
which I may guide my proceedings. 

•• I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
" J. Alfred Novello. 
" To Sir Alexander J. E. Cockbum, 

Her Majesty't Attorney- General." 

The following letter was received July 7th : — 

" 40, Hertford-street, July, 1854. 

" Sie, — I very much regret that I am not in a position 
to give you an answer to your question, as to whether any 
proceedings are to be taken against you for publishing the 
Musical Times without a stamp. 

"The delay has arisen from the following cause. The 
subject of the enforcement of the stamp duty on news- 
papers has been referred to me, with a view to my making 
a report thereon to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

" This I fully intended to have done in the course of 
last week, but unfortunately the serious illness of Mr. 
Gladstone has prevented the possibility of my communi- 
cating with him on the subject. As soon as Mr. Gladstone 
is in a condition to see me, I shall seek the earliest oppor- 
tunity of going fully into the subject with him, and as 
soon as any resolution is taken I will take care that you 
shall be immediately apprized of the result. But, as I am 
only acting ministerially in the matter, and the decision 
as to the course to be pursued rests not with me but with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, you will I am Bure con- 
cur with me, that I should not be justified in giving my 
individual opinion until I have communicated with him. 

" Upon the law of the matter, and the liability of what 
are called class publications to payment of the stamp 
duty where they convey intelligence, I need not hesitate 
to say that I entertain no doubt; but how far that liability 
should be enforced as a matter of policy — or whether, 
since the recent resolution of the House of Commons, Her 
Majesty's Government can exercise any discretion in the 
matter, is a question for the minister at the Head of the 
Financial department, and not for the Law Officer to de- 
termine. 

" The decision that may be come to on the general 
question will -obviously have a material bearing on your 
case. 

" I sincerely regret that you should be kept in any sus- 
pense on the subject, but for the moment this is inevitable. 
1 can only say that there is not, I am quite sure, the 
slightest disposition in any quarter to subject you to any 
annoyance or to act hostilely towards the very meritorious 
publication with which you are connected. 

" I am, Sir, your very obedient Servant, 
'• A. E. Cockburn. 

" Alfred Novello, Esq." 



We cannot undertake to return offered contributions ; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies. 

H. A . — We must decline to enter into the discussion of organists' 
salaries. We think it useless, so long as from twenty to 
fifty candidates ordinarily present themselves on the 
occasion of every vacancy. 
One who does not wjsh lightly to grumble, (?) " will 
find a larger proportion of Choir and Chorus-singing in 
the present number. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

This Journal will be published fortnightly until August next, 
on the 1st and 15th of the month. 

The late hour at which Advertisements reach us interferes 
much with their proper classification. 

Colored Envelopes are sent to all Sttbscribers whose pay- 
ment in advance is exhausted. The paper will be 
discontinued where the Subscriber neglects to renew. We 
again remind those who are disappointed in getting back 
numbers, that only the music pages are stereotyped, and 
of the rest of the paper, only sufficient are printed to 
supply the current sale. 



Mr. Sterndale Bennett's Morning Performance of 
Classical Chamber Music took place at the Hanover-square 
Rooms, on the 3rd inst. The programme included the 
choicest music of its kind, performed with rare excellence. 
The most finished piece of instrumental execution, and the 
most finished piece of vocal execution of the morning, 
each received the compliment of an encore. The former 
was a spirited and interesting chaconne of Sebastian 
Bach's, for violin and pianoforte, admirably rendered by 
M. Vieuxtemps and Mr. Bennett; and the latter was 
Haydn's charming canzonetof " Recollection," to the tender 
sentiment and pathos of which perfect justice was done 
by Madame Clara Novello. Mr. Sterndale Bennett per- 
formed some very elegant and musician-like studies of his 
own composition, in a style both masterly and graceful. 
He is a pianist of whom England may well be proud. 

The Warwick Street Schools gave a concert in aid 
of their funds, on the morning of July the 7th. Several 
names of distinguished rank headed the programme as 
lady-patronesses. 

Madame Sontaq.— It is with regret we learn the sudden 
demise of this celebrated vocalist, in the city of Mexico. 
She was attacked with cholera on the 11th of June, when 
she bad been announced to appear in Lucrezia Borgia. 
The performance of the opera was postponed, and Madame 
Sontag became rather better on the 16th ; but a relapse 
occurred, and she died on the 17th. The event caused a 
general sensation of grief among the citizens of Mexico. 
She was buried at the church of San Fernandez, on the 19th. 
An immense concourse was present, including the mem- 
bers of the Philharmonic Society, most of the artists who 
were present in the city, and a number of foreign ministers. 

Manchester — Reed Band competition at Belle 
Vue Gardens. — A number of reed bands from various 
towns in Lancashire and Yorkshire competed at the Belle 
Vue Gardens for four prizes. Each band played two 
pieces of its own selection. The Burnley Mechanics' In- 
stitution band (twenty-four performers) obtained the first 
prize, which was a sum of £16, and an elegant cocoawood 
clarionet, presented by Mr. J. Higham, of Victoria-street, 
in this city. The second prize (£9) was won by the 
Worsley Temperance band ; the third (£5) by the Ancient 
Shepherd's band, Stalybridge ; the fourth (£3) by the 
Hartshead band, Ashton. 

Hull. — The 15th public performance of the Kingston 
Sacred Musical Society, took place under the management 
of Mr. R. W. Hall. The whole of the solos were by resi- 
dent performers. 

Herr Rosenhain, the pianist and composer, gave a 
concert at the Hanover Square Rooms, on the 6th inst. 
The concert consisted almost entirely of his own composi- 
tions, and his performance of these proclaimed him at 
once the accomplished musician and elegant player. Herr 
Rosenhain received a very hearty welcome ; and we 
noticed among his many admirers, one who had come to 
pay a special tribute to his talents and genius, — no less an 
artist than the celebrated John Cramer. 



